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4 TRUTHS THAT “HIDDEN FIGURES” TEACHES US ABOUT CHANGING
THE WORLD
1. GOD GIVES THE BEST _____________________ TO THOSE WHO MAKE
THE BEST OF THEIR _______________________________________.
“…In those days I was the king’s cup-bearer.”
Nehemiah 1:11b (NLT)

“In late autumn…Hanani, one of my brothers, came to visit me with some other men
who had just arrived from Judah. I asked them about the Jews who had returned there
from captivity and about how things were going in Jerusalem. They said to me,
“Things are not going well for those who returned to the province of Judah. They are
in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem has been torn down, and the
gates have been destroyed by fire.” When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for
days I mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God of heaven.”
Nehemiah 1:1-4 (NLT)

2. IMPOSSIBLE ______________________________ REQUIRE CREATIVE
______________________________.

“When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I mourned, fasted, and
prayed to the God of heaven. Then I said, “O Lord, God of heaven, the great and
awesome God who keeps His covenant of unfailing love with those who love Him and
obey His commands, listen to my prayer! …Please grant me success today by making
the king favorable to me. Put it into his heart to be kind to me.””
Nehemiah 1:4-5, 11a (NLT)
“Early the following spring… I was serving the king his wine. I had never before
appeared sad in his presence. So the king asked me, “Why are you looking so sad? You
don’t look sick to me. You must be deeply troubled.” Then I was terrified, but I replied,
“Long live the king! How can I not be sad? For the city where my ancestors are buried
is in ruins, and the gates have been destroyed by fire.” The king asked, “Well, how can
I help you?” With a prayer to the God of heaven, I replied, “If it please the king, and if
you are pleased with me, your servant, send me to Judah to rebuild the city where my
ancestors are buried.””
Nehemiah 2:1-5 (NLT)

“The king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked, “How long will you be gone?
When will you return?” After I told him how long I would be gone, the king agreed to
my request. I also said to the king, “If it please the king, let me have letters addressed
to the governors of the province west of the Euphrates River, instructing them to let
me travel safely through their territories on my way to Judah. And please give me a
letter addressed to Asaph, the manager of the king’s forest, instructing him to give
me timber. I will need it to make beams for the gates of the Temple fortress, for the
city walls, and for a house for myself.” And the king granted these requests, because
the gracious hand of God was on me.”
Nehemiah 2:6-8 (NLT)

3. PURSUING YOUR ___________________ WILL ALWAYS MAKE OTHERS
______________________________.

“But now I said to (the city officials), “You know very well what trouble we are in.
Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the
wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!” Then I told them about how the gracious
hand of God had been on me, and about my conversation with the king. They replied
at once, “Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!” So they began the good work. …Sanballat was
very angry when he learned that we were rebuilding the wall. He flew into a rage and
mocked the Jews, saying in front of his friends and the Samarian army officers, “What
does this bunch of poor, feeble Jews think they’re doing? Do they think they can build
the wall in a single day by just offering a few sacrifices? Do they actually think they
can make something of stones from a rubbish heap—and charred ones at that?”
Tobiah the Ammonite, who was standing beside him, remarked, “That stone wall
would collapse if even a fox walked along the top of it!””
Nehemiah 2:17-18, 4:1-3 (NLT)
“Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies found out that I had
finished rebuilding the wall and that no gaps remained—though we had not yet set
up the doors in the gates. So Sanballat and Geshem sent a message asking me to meet
them at one of the villages in the plain of Ono…so I replied by sending this message to
them: “I am engaged in a great work, so I can’t come. Why should I stop working to
come and meet with you?” Four times they sent the same message, and each time I
gave the same reply.”
Nehemiah 6:1-4 (NLT)

4. GOD DOES HIS ___________________________ THROUGH THOSE WHO
ARE ___________________________ TO ________________.
“So on October 2nd the wall was finished—just fifty-two days after we had
begun. When our enemies and the surrounding nations heard about it, they were
frightened and humiliated. They realized this work had been done with the help of
our God.”
Nehemiah 6:15-16 (NLT)

